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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Claim 4 is allowable over the prior art. The restriction requirement between 
Species I and II, as set forth in the Office action mailed on 6/23/05, has been 
reconsidered in view of the allowability of claims to the elected invention pursuant to 
MPEP § 821.04(a). The restriction requirement is hereby withdrawn as to any 
claim that requires all the limitations of an allowable claim. Claims 5 and 6, 
directed to non-elected Species II, are no longer withdrawn from consideration because 
the claim(s) requires all the limitations of an allowable claim. 

In view of the above noted withdrawal of the restriction requirement, applicant is 
advised that if any claim presented in a continuation or divisional application is 
anticipated by, or includes all the limitations of, a claim that is allowable in the present 
application, such claim may be subject to provisional statutory and/or nonstatutory 
double patenting rejections over the claims of the instant application. 

Once a restriction requirement is withdrawn, the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 are 
no longer applicable. See In re Ziegler, 443 F.2d 1211, 1215, 170 USPQ 129, 131-32 
(CCPA 1971). See also MPEP § 804.01. 



Specification 

The substitute specification filed 4/25/06 has been entered. 
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Claim Objections 
Claims 1 and 4-14 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
The preamble of claim 1 recites "A connection verifying device for a pipe and a 
connector", thus inferring that the pipe and connector are only being functionally 
claimed. Yet the last three lines of the claim recite "the stop portion of an engagement 
window provided in the connector...", thus positively claiming the connector, and 
making it unclear as to whether the connector is being claimed in combination with the 
device. 

For examination purposes, the claim has been interpreted as if the connector is 
being claimed in combination with the device. 

In claim 1 , lines 22-23, "the connection engageable portion on the non- 
engageable part of the retainer means" lacks proper antecedent basis. 

In claim 4, the paragraphs beginning "a generally cylindrical...", "the pipe 
having...", and "a connection verifying device..." should not be indented. 

The preamble of claim 4 recites "A connection verifying structure for a pipe and a 
connector", thus inferring that the pipe and connector are only being functionally 
claimed. Yet the body of the claim recites "a body portion mounted to the other end of 
the connector", "an abutment finger... entering in the connector via the opening.. .one 
abutment finger extends to an axial position of the connection engageable portion... of 
the retainer means", "the engaging portion being engaged... with a stop portion formed 
on... the connector", "the stop portion... provided in the connector", thus positively 
claiming the connector, and making it unclear as to whether the connector is being 
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claimed in combination with the device. Similarly, claim 7, which depends from claim 4, 
positively recites the connector. 

For examination purposes, the claims have been interpreted as if the connector 
is being claimed in combination with the device. 

In claim 4, lines 18-19, "the connection engageable portion on the non- 
engageable part of the retainer means" lacks proper antecedent basis. 

Claim 5 is awkward and confusing, particularly the phrase "a connector 
connecting portion engaged with the connector non-rotatably" and the phrase "a pipe 
connecting portion connected to a bent portion in anti-rotating relation". 

In claim 6, it is unclear as to whether "opposite axial direction" is being used 
correctly. 

In claim 6, the phrase "a pair of clip members are connected integrally each 
other" is awkward and confusing. 

In claim 6, it is unclear as to whether "opposite end portions" is being used 
correctly. Note the two instances. 

In claim 6, it is unclear as to whether "one axial side" is being used correctly. 

In claim 9, lines 21-22, "the connection engageable portion on the non- 
engageable part of the retainer means" lacks proper antecedent basis. 

The preamble of claim 9 recites "A connection verifying device for a pipe and a 
connector", thus inferring that the pipe and connector are only being functionally 
claimed. Yet claim 10 recites "the stop portion... provided on the connector", thus 
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positively claiming the connector, and making it unclear as to whether the connector is 
being claimed in combination with the device. 

For examination purposes, claim 10 has been interpreted as if the connector is 
being claimed in combination with the device. 

The preamble of claim 12 recites "A connection verifying structure for a pipe and 
a connector", thus inferring that the pipe and connector are only being functionally 
claimed. Yet the body of the claim recites "a body portion mounted to the other end of 
the connector", "an abutment finger... entering in the connector via the opening. ..one 
end of the abutment finger extends to an axial position generally identical to an axial 
position of the connection engageable portion... of the retainer means", "the engaging 
portion being engaged... with a stop portion formed on... the connector", thus positively 
claiming the connector, and making it unclear as to whether the connector is being 
claimed in combination with the device. Similarly, claim 13, which depends from claim 
12, positively recites the connector. 

In claim 12, lines 17-18, "the connection engageable portion on the non- 
engageable part of the retainer means" lacks proper antecedent basis. 

In claim 12, line 24, "pip" should be "pipe". 

In claim 13, line 2, "9" should be "12". 

In claim 13, line 5, "the connection" lacks proper antecedent basis. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 9 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McNaughton et al (US 5,303,963). 

With respect to claim 9, McNaughton et al discloses a connection verifying 
device for a pipe and a connector to verify complete mechanical connection between a 
generally cylindrical connector and a pipe inserted therein, the connector including a 
tube connecting portion (see Figure 1) on one end thereof and retainer means (38) on 
the other end thereof, the retainer means having a connection engageable portion and a 
non-engageable part on a circumferentially fixed position, the pipe including an inserting 
end portion formed with an annular engagement projection (48/50) on an outer 
peripheral surface thereof, the inserting end portion being inserted in the connector via 
an opening so that the annular engagement projection is snap-engaged with the 
connection engageable portion, the device comprising: a body portion (52) to be 
mounted to the other end of the connector; an abutment finger (54) protruding from the 
body portion in one axial direction, the abutment finger being formed to enter the 
connector axially via the opening; verification means constructed on the body portion 
and having an engaging portion (56), the engaging portion being formed to engage in 
the other axial direction with a stop portion (44) formed on an axially fixed portion of the 
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connector while the body portion is mounted to the other end of the connector, the 
engaging portion being further formed to be positioned spaced in the other axial 
direction from the stop portion of the connector when the abutment finger abuts the 
annular engagement projection of the pipe which has not yet engaged with the 
connection engageable portion (see Figures 1 and 2); the abutment finger being further 
formed so that one end of the abutment finger extends to an axial position generally 
identical to an axial position of the connection engageable portion on the non- 
engageable part of the retainer means while the engaging portion of the verification 
means engages with the stop portion of the connector (see Figures 1 and 2), the 
abutment finger being further formed so as to move the annular engagement projection 
(the abutment finger(s), as they engage the tube behind and in abutting relationship with 
the annular projection, can be used to move the tube and thus the projection) in one 
axial direction with respect to the retainer means to engage the annular engagement 
projection with the connection engageable portion when the abutment finger moves the 
annular engagement projection of the pipe from the position in which said annular 
engagement projection has not yet engaged with the connection engageable portion of 
the retainer means (see Figures 1 and 2); the verification means being in a form of a 
stop and verification arm; and the stop and verification arm extending from the body 
portion in one axial direction beyond the stop portion, an engagement between the 
engaging portion and the stop portion being releasable by moving the stop and 
verification arm so as to lift up one axial end portion thereof radially outwardly. 
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With respect to claim 12, McNaughton et al discloses a connection verifying 
structure for a pipe and a connector to verify complete mechanical connection between 
a generally cylindrical connector and a pipe inserted therein, the connector including a 
tube connection portion (see Figure 1 ) on one end thereof and retainer means (38) on 
the other end thereof, the retainer means having a connection engageable portion and 
non-engageable parts at positions displaced circumferentially from the connection 
engageable portion, the pipe having an inserting end portion formed with an annular 
engagement projection (48/50) on an outer peripheral surface thereof, the inserting end 
portion being inserted in the connector via an opening so that the annular engagement 
projection is snap-engaged with the connection engageable portion, the structure 
comprising: a body portion (52) mounted to the other end of the connector; an abutment 
finger (54) protruding from the body portion in one axial direction, and entering in the 
connector via the opening, and further formed so that one end of the abutment finger 
extends to an axial position generally identical to an axial position of the connection 
engageable portion on a non-engageable part of the retainer means; verification means 
constructed on the body portion and having an engaging portion (56), the engaging 
portion being engaged in the other axial direction with a stop portion (44) formed on an 
axially fixed portion of the connector; the engaging portion being formed to be 
positioned spaced in the other axial direction from the stop portion of the connector 
when the abutment finger abuts the annular engagement projection of the pipe which 
has not yet engaged with the connection engageable portion (see Figures 1 and 2); 
and, the abutment finger being formed further so as to move the annular engagement 
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projection (the abutment finger(s), as they engage the tube behind and in abutting 
relationship with the annular projection, can be used to move the tube and thus the 
projection) in one axial direction with respect to the retainer means to engage the 
annular engagement projection with the connection engageable portion when the 
abutment finger moves the annular engagement projection of the pipe from the position 
in which said annular engagement projection has not yet engaged with the connection 
engageable portion of the retainer means (see Figures 1 and 2); the verification means 
being in a form of a stop and verification arm; and the stop and verification arm 
extending from the body portion in one axial direction beyond the stop portion, an 
engagement between the engaging portion and the stop portion being releasable by 
moving the stop and verification arm so as to lift up one axial end portion thereof radially 
outwardly. 

Claims 9 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Denanny (EP 0 484 690 A2). 

With respect to claim 9, Denanny discloses a connection verifying device for a 
pipe and a connector to verify complete mechanical connection between a generally 
cylindrical connector and a pipe inserted therein, the connector including a tube 
connecting portion (14a) on one end thereof and retainer means (20) on the other end 
thereof, the retainer means having a connection engageable portion and a non- 
engageable part on a circumferentially fixed position, the pipe including an inserting end 
portion formed with an annular engagement projection (B) on an outer peripheral 
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surface thereof, the inserting end portion being inserted in the connector via an opening 
so that the annular engagement projection is snap-engaged with the connection 
engageable portion, the device comprising: a body portion (16) to be mounted to the 
other end of the connector; an abutment finger protruding from the body portion in one 
axial direction, the abutment finger being formed to enter the connector axially via the 
opening; verification means constructed on the body portion and having an engaging 
portion (16b), the engaging portion being formed to engage in the other axial direction 
with a stop portion formed on an axially fixed portion of the connector while the body 
portion is mounted to the other end of the connector, the engaging portion being further 
formed to be positioned spaced in the other axial direction from the stop portion of the 
connector when the abutment finger abuts the annular engagement projection of the 
pipe which has not yet engaged with the connection engageable portion (see Figures 3 
and 4); the abutment finger being further formed so that one end of the abutment finger 
extends to an axial position generally identical to an axial position of the connection 
engageable portion on the non-engageable part of the retainer means while the 
engaging portion of the verification means engages with the stop portion of the 
connector (see Figure 4), the abutment finger being further formed so as to move the 
annular engagement projection in one axial direction with respect to the retainer means 
to engage the annular engagement projection with the connection engageable portion 
when the abutment finger moves the annular engagement projection of the pipe from 
the position in which said annular engagement projection has not yet engaged with the 
connection engageable portion of the retainer means (see Figures 3 and 4); the 
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verification means being in a form of a stop and verification arm; and the stop and 
verification arm extending from the body portion in one axial direction beyond the stop 
portion (see Figure 4), an engagement between the engaging portion and the stop 
portion being releasable by moving the stop and verification arm so as to lift up one 
axial end portion thereof radially outwardly. 

With respect to claim 12, Denanny discloses a connection verifying structure for 
a pipe and a connector to verify complete mechanical connection between a generally 
cylindrical connector and a pipe inserted therein, the connector including a tube 
connection portion (14a) on one end thereof and retainer means (20) on the other end 
thereof, the retainer means having a connection engageable portion and non- 
engageable parts at positions displaced circumferentially from the connection 
engageable portion, the pipe having an inserting end portion formed with an annular 
engagement projection (B) on an outer peripheral surface thereof, the inserting end 
portion being inserted in the connector via an opening so that the annular engagement 
projection is snap-engaged with the connection engageable portion, the structure 
comprising: a body portion (16) mounted to the other end of the connector; an abutment 
finger protruding from the body portion in one axial direction, and entering in the 
connector via the opening, and further formed so that one end of the abutment finger 
extends to an axial position generally identical to an axial position of the connection 
engageable portion on a non-engageable part of the retainer means; verification means 
constructed on the body portion and having an engaging portion (16b), the engaging 
portion being engaged in the other axial direction with a stop portion formed on an 
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axially fixed portion of the connector; the engaging portion being formed to be 
positioned spaced in the other axial direction from the stop portion of the connector 
when the abutment finger abuts the annular engagement projection of the pipe which 
has not yet engaged with the connection engageable portion (see Figures 3 and 4); 
and, the abutment finger being formed further so as to move the annular engagement 
projection in one axial direction with respect to the retainer means to engage the 
annular engagement projection with the connection engageable portion when the 
abutment finger moves the annular engagement projection of the pipe from the position 
in which said annular engagement projection has not yet engaged with the connection 
engageable portion of the retainer means (see Figures 3 and 4); the verification means 
being in a form of a stop and verification arm; and the stop and verification arm 
extending from the body portion in one axial direction beyond the stop portion (see 
Figure 4), an engagement between the engaging portion and the stop portion being 
releasable by moving the stop and verification arm so as to lift up one axial end portion 
thereof radially outwardly. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/14/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding McNaughton et al, Applicant argues that McNaughton et al fails to 
disclose the limitation "the stop and verification arm extending from the body portion in 
one axial direction beyond the stop portion, an engagement between the engaging 
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portion and the stop portion being releasable by moving the stop and verification arm so 
as to lift up one axial end portion thereof radially outwardly." Examiner disagrees. As 
shown in Figure 2, McNaughton's engaging portion (56) extends axially beyond stop 
portion (44). And the engagement between the engaging portion and the stop portion is 
releasable by inserting a tool, such as a screwdriver, between the channel and the part 
(56) to move the part radially outwardly. 

Regarding Denanny, Applicant argues that Denanny fails to disclose the 
limitation "the stop and verification arm extending from the body portion in one axial 
direction beyond the stop portion, an engagement between the engaging portion and 
the stop portion being releasable by moving the stop and verification arm so as to lift up 
one axial end portion thereof radially outwardly." Examiner disagrees. As shown in 
Figure 4, Denanny's engaging portion (16b) extends axially beyond stop portion (step 
portion for the groove 12a). And the engagement between the engaging portion and the 
stop portion is releasable by inserting a tool, such as a screwdriver, between the groove 
and the underside of part (1 6b) to move the part radially outwardly. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M. Hewitt whose telephone number is 571-272- 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



7084. 



JMH 
10/25/06 
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